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Oak Class Curriculum Newsletter 

Welcome 

 

We hope you had a wonderful Summer holiday and are ready for the new term! We are sure that we will 

all adapt quickly to the new term time routine.   

This year Oak class will be taught by Mrs Ling on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesday mornings and by 

Mrs Jeffery on Thursdays and Fridays. Miss Cannon will teach on a Wednesday afternoon. They will be 

supported by Mrs Debney, Miss Moore and Mrs Arnold. 

We provide all of the equipment needed so there is no need for the children to bring in any stationery 

from home.  The children will bring home a log book where any reading and times table practice that 

they do at home should be recorded.  It contains lots of useful information about supporting your child’s 

learning and any usernames and passwords that the children need are there too. Please ask if you would 

like any further ideas for supporting your child at home. 

This newsletter outlines the exciting and inspiring activities planned for your child that we hope will 

make their learning a rewarding and fun experience this term.  

 You can also stay in touch via your child's reading log for very brief messages. If you need to speak with 

us at length, please make contact via the office. We are able to respond to emails and can be contacted 

on the following email addresses.  

If you have any resources, expertise or knowledge of any trips or visits we could use that may help us 

with our topic this term then please do let us know. 

     leanne.ling@rattlesdenprimaryschool.co.uk                             

    cath.jeffery@rattlesdenprimaryschool.co.uk 

Mrs. Ling,  Mrs. Jeffery  

 

mailto:leanne.ling@rattlesdenprimaryschool.co.uk
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Curriculum  

English  

This term our work in English will link to our topic.  We will read 

and write a range of engaging texts linked to ouBlue Planet 

topic in Geography. The children have personalised writing 

targets in their books to ensure progress. We will focus on 

continuing to develop a cursive script when handwriting and will 

use Letter Join resources.   

  They will take part in reading sessions where they will read as 

part of a group and much emphasis will be placed on developing 

reading comprehension skills.  Your child will also read 

individually to an adult. The frequency of this depends on the 

needs of each child. Children are invited to choose books from a 

selection available in class based on their leading level. The 

children will also have the opportunity to choose books from our 

library. Please ensure all school books are returned once your 

child has finished reading them so they are available for another 

child.  

Spellings will be taught and learnt in school so there will be no 

weekly lists sent home to learn. However, we are still working on 

the children’s ability to spell the list of  high frequency words. 

Therefore, a personalised list will be sent home with your child to 

learn and they will be tested on these at various points 

throughout the term.    

At home: 

 Access ‘Letter Join’ at home. The access details are in your 

child’s reading log. 

It is immensely beneficial for your child to read to an adult at 

home at least three times a week. It will have a positive impact 

on their reading and also their writing. To broaden the children’s 

range of genres and to expand their vocabulary. Why not 

choose a book, newspaper or magazine to read and discuss with 

your child. 

Along with the maths task, your child will also bring home a 

spelling/handwriting sheet to complete.  These will cover words 

that your child needs to learn this year so it would be helpful to 

spend some time learning these as well. 

 

Maths 

 

Planning is based on the Primary Curriculum and will 

build on skills and knowledge from year 2 or year 3. This 

term, we will be mostly focusing on number and place 

value, and addition and subtraction. We will be 

providing lots of opportunities for your children to use 

their knowledge and skills to solve problems and explain 

their reasoning. 

The children are expected to recall all multiplication facts 

up to 12x12 by the end of year 4.  Lots of focus on year 

3 is on developing an instant recall of multiplication 

facts. The children will take part in regular times table 

challenges to improve knowledge of multiplication facts 

and move ‘up the mountain’. Please see the reading logs 

for more detail about times tables. 

At home: 

Please help your child learn their tables.  Short daily 

challenges/practice is best! Access Times Table 

Rockstars to help learn and practise multiplication 

tables.  There are some useful tips and resources in your 

child’s reading log. The log will also show your child’s 

progress through the school ‘times table mountain’. 

Maths is such an important part of everyday life.  There 

is so much maths learning  which can be reinforced all 

the time at home for example, telling time, using coins, 

weighing and measuring.  Please make the most of the 

opportunities everyday life offers! 

There are a number of educational websites such as 

‘maths frame’ and ‘top marks’ which are fun and very 

useful to aid understanding. The NumBots app is also 

excellent - a couple of minutes really does make a huge 

difference. 

Each week on a Thursday, a short task will be sent home 

in your child’s homework book. The children should 

spend around 15  minutes working on this.  The work is 

to be handed in on the following Thursday.  It needs to 

be completed in pencil please.   



Science 

Science is taught in single year groups. Mrs Ling will teach 

Year 3 and Miss Steed, Year 4 

In the first half of the term our topic is Rocks. The children will 

learn about the three main types of rocks – igneous, 

sedimentary and metamorphic – and how they are formed 

through natural processes. They will investigate the properties 

of different rocks, such as hardness and permeability, and 

discover how fossils are created and what they tell us about the 

past. We will also look at how soil is made and why it is 

important. Through hands-on experiments and observations, 

pupils will develop key scientific skills and vocabulary, helping 

them better understand the Earth’s surface and history. 

After half term our unit of work is about  Light. The children will 

explore different light sources, understand that darkness is the 

absence of light, and investigate how light travels in straight 

lines. They will learn how some materials reflect light and how 

shadows are formed and change size. Through practical 

experiments and observations, pupils will develop key scientific 

skills and vocabulary while building a deeper understanding of 

how light behaves and why it is important in everyday life. 

 

Computing  

 

We will be learning about our computer network in 

school, becoming confident with logging on and off our 

Chromebooks and becoming familiar with our Google 

suite. 

 

As part of our online safety curriculum, we will be 

focusing on online reputation and what to share as well 

as making and keeping  strong passwords. 

 

It would be helpful if you could help your child practice 

logging onto their Google account either on a computer 

or other device at home so they are familiar with their 

log on details.  These can be found in your child’s 

reading log. 

 

Languages- French 

 

As well as learning numbers to ten (year 3) and to twenty 

(Year 4),  the children in Year 3 will be learning how to greet 

people and ask and answer basic questions about 

themselves.  The children in Year 4 will learn the vocabulary 

for transport and making short sentences using this 

vocabulary. 

 

 

PE  

 

Please make sure that your child comes to school 

wearing their PE kit on PE days. This should include 

suitable clothing for outdoor PE  this term.  PE will take 

place on a Monday (alternate weeks) and every Thursday 

before half term.  After half term, the class will have the 

opportunity to have Forest School sessions instead so 

will need to come into school in suitable clothing. 

We are fortunate that a specialist sports coach, Mrs 

Porch, will teach the Monday lesson.  This term, we will 

cover tag rugby, indoor athletics, fitness lessons and 

orienteering. The children will have PE on the following 

Mondays: 

Monday 15th September  

Monday 29th September   

Monday 13th October  

HALF TERM 

Monday 24th November  

Monday 8th December  

 

 



Design Technology 

This term, we will be designing, making and evaluating juggling 

balls using tie dying and sewing. 

Music 

 

As well as learning songs for our Christmas and Harvest  

service, the year 3 children will be singing and playing 

basic tuned percussion.  

Year 4 will learn the tenor horn as part of the Whole 

Class Ensemble Teaching. 

 

 

PSHE 

This year the children will be taught in separate year groups 

across key stage two.  

In both year three and four,  the children will explore Families 

and Relationships in the first half of the term and Health and 

Wellbeing after half term.  

Please speak to Mrs Ling if you would like any further detail 

about the content of each unit of work for each of the year 

groups. 

RE 

 

In RE, we will be learning about the Christian concept of  

Incarnation.  The children will learn more about the idea 

of Jesus being the Son of God. 

 

 

We will also be looking at  Tawid in the Islam faith and 

the understanding of Allah being the sole one to 

worship. 

Geography  

Blue Planet 

 

Our topic this term is Water.  This geography based topic covers 

contextual knowledge of the location of the earth’s polar 

regions including their defining physical and human 

characteristics. The children will learn about the processes that 

give rise to key geographical features and will develop skills 

related to interpreting a range of geographical sources and 

communicating their findings in a variety of ways.  

Art and Design 

Our art work will be linked to other areas of the 

curriculum including our topic- Blue Planet.  

We will develop our skills in painting and drawing. We 

will explore the use of colour and pattern and use this to 

create some arctic inspired pieces.  

Throughout the year, we will also develop the use of our 

sketch books to record our work and reflect on our 

learning. We will also study the work of artists, 

architects and designers in history.  

 


