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Subject Learning and how to help your child 
English  
During the term the children will build up their writing 
stamina to write for longer periods using a wide range of 
vocabulary, including verbs, nouns and adjectives. Our 
grammar focus will be using capital letters, full stops, 
question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate 
sentences. The children will be collecting ‘engaging 
vocabulary’ and using this to write: lists, poems, recounts, 
letters and when re-telling stories. 
We will be having regular handwriting lessons, learning to 
form and join letters correctly to produce a neat and fluent 
style.  
Children will be encouraged to change their reading books 
every morning if they have finished them.  
We will begin teaching comprehension skills and discuss 
features of books, such as the significance of the title and 
events. Children will be making predictions and be 
encouraged to talk about their own experience and feelings 
towards books. You can encourage this at home by taking 
time to talk about books you have read with your child.  

Reading 
Please aim to read with your child at least 5 times per week for a 
minimum of 10 minutes. This can be your child reading their book 
to you or you reading to them.  This is just as valuable for them 
and can be fiction, non-fiction and / or poetry. Regular reading 
makes so much difference to children’s fluency, confidence 
comprehension and vocabulary. The local library is also a brilliant 
place to go. Please remember to sign your child’s reading diary 
when you hear them read. Please ensure that your child has their 
reading folder in school every day and that it includes their reading 
book and log and spelling book. 
Handwriting children can access ‘Letter Join’ at home for hand 
writing practise. During this term, we recommend they use the 
patterns, easy letters and any of the phonics (1-5) levels. Please see 
their ‘Reading, Spelling & Times Table Record’ for the login details. 
Spellings (For Y2 children only) 
Lists will usually be sent home every Friday and spelling tests will 
take place on the following Friday. Please support your child to 
practise their spellings at home. During the Friday test the words for 
the week will be tested out of order. 

Maths:   This term our main focus will be number and place 
value and addition and subtraction using numbers up to 50. 
This will include: reading, writing, comparing and ordering 
numbers and carrying out simple adding and subtracting 
(adding and subtracting ones and tens). We hope you will 
find the maths knowledge organisers which we have sent 
home useful and a good starting place when exploring maths 
with your child at home.  Early in the term, time will be spent 
exploring all the different resources which can represent 
numbers and help us in maths. These will include: tens 
frames, part part whole models, dienes (tens-sticks and 
ones-cubes) bead strings, number lines and bar models. It is 
also essential that the children know how to write numbers 
both in words (twenty-three) and using digits. (0-9) Towards 
the end of the term will we start to recognise some of the 2, 
5 and 10-times tables. 

All of Maple Class have their own logins to Times Table Rock Stars 
(TTRS) and Numbots. Their individual login details are contained 
within their ‘Reading, Spelling & Times Table Record’. Both sites can 
be accessed by downloading the appropriate apps or via their 
websites. At home, please encourage your child to spend a 
minimum of 15 minutes (completed in smaller chunks) during the 
week on each. Please bear in mind, Times Table Rock Stars will be 
tricky for our year 1 children at first. Why not check out ‘BBC Super 
Movers’ on the internet to help them. There is a whole host of active 
maths songs including one for the 10 times table. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-
collection/zbr4scw 
Why not get your child to explain the different ways they know to 
represent numbers? The knowledge organisers show some. 
Telling the time and money are real life skills which are useful if 
talked about and explored at home. 

The ‘Year 2’ team would like to welcome all our families back to school. It is so lovely to see you all and the fabulous smiley faces 

and cheerfulness which the children have brought in daily into class. Rest assured that everyone has made a great start to the 

term and settled back into school life with ease. We have been super impressed with how the children have come back into 

school. This year, Maple Class will be taught by Mrs McIntosh on Monday and Tuesday and Mrs Oldfield Wednesday to Friday. 

Miss Moore and Mrs Davies will support the class throughout the week. Mrs Bishop will take the class for RE every Friday 

afternoon before PE. We also welcome Ella (a student volunteer) on a Wednesday and Friday until October half term. The Maths 

and Science knowledge organisers which have been sent home are intended to stay at home and we hope they give parents / 

carers / grandparents a summary of the key facts and knowledge that we will be covering in class. As well as a starting point for 

some family discussions.  We are available for quick messages in the morning and afternoon. If you need to speak to us in more 

depth, please contact the office who will pass on a message and we will be in contact as soon as we can.                                                                 

Our topic this term is                                                                               

We have some super books to share and use in our learning across the term. These will include: 
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Subject Home learning & how to help your child 

Science – Animals (Inc. humans) This term the children will 
identify and name a variety of common animals including 
fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, as well as 
applying the terms carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. 
They will learn to describe and compare the structure of a 
variety of the common animals mentioned above (including 
pets) and notice that animals have offspring which grow 
into adults. They will also find out about and describe the 
basic needs of animals for survival (water, food and air).  
Plants and seasonal change will also be woven in across the 
term and the children will observe changes across the 
months, describe weather associated with the months and 
how the day length varies. Mulberry the bear looks forward 
to joining some of our families this term for a ‘sleepover’. 

Please use the knowledge organisers which we have 
sent home to discuss key vocabulary connected to this 
term’s science learning. 
If you have pets at home, why not use this as an 
opportunity to discuss some of the concepts they will 
be learning about in class this term using the 
vocabulary on the knowledge organisers? 
When out and about please talk to your child about the 
wild plants, flowers and trees which are visible. Ask 
them to describe what the weather is like today. Use a 
thermometer to take daily temperature readings or 
maybe make a water gauge to measure rainfall. Do 
they know which month and season we are currently 
in? 

RE – Belonging, where and how do people belong? 
During the first half term, the children will consider this 
within Christianity: Why is belonging to God and the 
church family important to Christians? After half term, 
they will look at belonging within Judaism: Why is learning 
to do good deeds so important to Jewish people? 

This will be taught by Mrs Bishop every Friday 
afternoon starting 10/09/21. 

Music – Classical music, dynamics & tempo (animal theme 
using Carnival of the Animals). As well as, autumn and 
harvest songs and nativity rehearsals and performance. 

 

History – Linked to our ‘amazing animals’ topic the children 
will learn about significant figures including David 
Attenborough, Darwin and Jane Goodall. We will explore 
what Remembrance Day is and its importance and the 
significance of the poppies, as well as looking at who Guy 
Fawkes was and what he did. 

 

Geography – We will use animals from around the world to 
explore and learn about countries, continents, oceans and 
seas. During this term’s forest school sessions, the children 
will identify weather patterns, use geographical vocabulary, 
follow trails and make maps. We will also use St Andrew’s 
Day to learn all about Scotland. 

The children will be looking at and using google maps 
in class, so why not explore the globe at home together 
using it? 

PE – Multi Skills. This will take place on Friday afternoons 
with Miss Cuttings. Please remove earrings. 

Children to attend school on a Friday in PE kits. Please 
show your child how to tie any shoe laces.  

Art / DT – We will start the term having a go at self-portraits 
and observational drawings linked to seasonal change 
before moving on to some ‘zebra pattern’ collage work 
inspired by Bridget Riley. 

 

Computing – Computer Systems – Technology around us. 
The children will develop their understanding of technology 
and how it can help us. They will start to become familiar 
with the different components of a computer by developing 
their keyboard and mouse skills, as well as considering how 
to use technology responsibly. 

Please support your child by helping them practise 
signing ‘on and off’ their own Rattlesden google 
chrome accounts. Login details are contained within 
their ‘reading, spelling and times table record’. 
 
The first password for all children is Apple123 (no gap) 

PSHE – Our focus this term is ‘What makes a good friend?’ 
In forest school we will explore healthy lifestyles, managing 
risks, communication and cooperation, building confidence, 
team building and respect for the natural world. 

Lots of discussion for home as well as school. Why not 
check out Pudsey’s friends and family song. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/pshe-
super-mood-movers-friends-and-family/z4yq8hv 

 

Mrs McIntosh will be starting ‘forest school’ (in the afternoon) from Tuesday 14th September.              
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