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Oak Class Curriculum Newsletter

Welcome

We hope you had a wonderful Summer holiday and are ready for the new term! We are sure that we will all adapt quickly
to the new term time routine.

This year Oak class will be taught by Mrs Ling on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesday mornings and by Mrs Jeffery on
Thursdays and Fridays. They will be supported by Mrs Firth. Mrs Ballam will teach Science on a Wednesday afternoon. We

are pleased that we have a student teacher with us this term too.

We provide all of the equipment needed so there is no need for the children to bring in any stationery from home.  The
children will bring home a small book where any reading and times table practice that they do at home should be

recorded.  It contains lots of useful information about supporting your child’s learning and any usernames and passwords
that the children need are there too. Please ask if you would like any further ideas for supporting your child at home.

This newsletter outlines the exciting and inspiring activities planned for your child that we hope will make their learning a
rewarding and fun experience this term.

You can also stay in touch via your child's reading log for very brief messages. If you need to speak with us at length,
please make contact via the office. We are able to respond to emails and can be contacted on the following email

addresses.

If you have any resources, expertise or knowledge of any trips or visits we could use that may help us with our topic this
term then please do let us know.

leanne.ling@rattlesdenprimaryschool.co.uk

cath.jeffery@rattlesdenprimaryschool.co.uk

Mrs. Ling,  Mrs. Jeffery and Mrs. Firth

mailto:leanne.ling@rattlesdenprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:cath.jeffery@rattlesdenprimaryschool.co.uk


Curriculum

English

This term our work in English will link to our topic. We will
read and write a range of engaging texts linked to our water
topic. The children have personalised termly writing targets

in their books to ensure progress. We will focus on
continuing to develop a cursive script when handwriting and

will use Letter Join resources.

They will take part in reading sessions where much
emphasis will be placed on developing reading

comprehension skills.  Your child will read as part of a group
and may also read individually. Children are invited to choose

books from home or from a selection available in class.

We are changing the way we teach and test spellings across
the school.  Spellings will now be taught and learnt in school
so there will be no weekly lists sent home to learn. However,
we are still working on the children’s ability to spell the list of
high frequency words. Therefore, a personalised list will be

sent home with your child to learn and they will be tested on
these at various points throughout the term.   These lists will

also be available on Spelling Shed to practice.

At home:

Access ‘Letter Join’ at home. The access details are in your
child’s reading log.

It is immensely beneficial for your child to read to an adult at
home at least three times a week. It will have a positive

impact on their reading and also their writing.  To broaden
the children’s range of genres and to expand their

vocabulary.  Why not choose a book, newspaper or magazine
to read and discuss with your child.

Use ‘Spelling Shed’ to practice their high frequency words,
See your child’s reading log for test results and details of how
to access Spelling Shed. You will also find a list of words that

the children need to learn to spell in year 3 and 4.

Maths
Planning is based on the Primary Curriculum and will
build on skills and knowledge from year 2 or 3. This

term, we will be mostly focusing on number and
place value, and addition and subtraction. We will be

providing lots of opportunities for your children to
use their knowledge and skills to solve problems and

explain their reasoning.

The children are expected to recall all multiplication
facts up to 12x12 by the end of year 4.  They will take

part in regular times table challenges to improve
knowledge of multiplication facts.

At home:

Please help your child learn their tables.  Short daily
challenges/practice is best! Access Times Table

Rockstars to help  learn and practise multiplication
tables.  There are some useful tips and resources in
your child’s reading log. The log will also show your

child’s progress through the school ‘times table
mountain’.

Maths is such an important part of everyday life.
There is so much maths learning  which can be

reinforced all the time at home for example, telling
time, using coins, weighing and measuring.  Please
make the most of the opportunities everyday life

offers!

There are a number of educational websites such as
maths frame and top marks which are fun and very

useful to aid understanding.



Science

The water cycle

The children will observe that some materials change state
when they are heated or cooled, and measure or research the
temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius. We will

learn about the water cycle and identify the part played by
evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and associate

the rate of evaporation with temperature.

Earth and Space

After half term our topic learning in science is about Earth and
space. The children will describe the movement of the Earth,
and other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar system and
describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth. We
will also use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and
night and the apparent movement of the sun across the sky.

Computing
Taught in the first half term

Branching Databases

We will be using both unplugged (without computers)
and an online program to learn how to create branching

databases using our topic as a basis.

We will learn about the types of questions to use to sort
data into groups and how to display this.

In e-safety, we will be looking at online reputation,
covering ‘think before you share’ and digital footprints.

We will also be looking at privacy settings and how
information is shared online, including how cookies are

used.

It would be helpful if you could help your child practice
logging onto their Google account either on a computer
or other device at home so they are familiar with their
log on details.  These can be found in your child’s
reading log.

Languages- French

Portraits

We will be recapping greetings and numbers to 10 for our Year
3 children and progress to numbers to 20 for our Year 4

children. We will also be learning to use adjectives in sentences
to describe people. We will develop our speaking, listening,

reading and writing skills throughout the topic. We will also
look at countries which speak French and some other

languages around the world.

PE

Orienteering and Hockey

Please make sure that your child comes to school
wearing their PE kit on PE Days. This should include

suitable clothing for outdoor PE  this term.  PE will take
place on a Monday (alternate weeks) and Thursday. To
begin with, they will be taught orienteering skills, have
some fitness sessions and  hockey.  We are fortunate

that a specialist sports coach, Mrs Porch, will teach the
Monday lesson.

Design Technology

Water Slides

Music
Taught in the second half term

Rivers



To link in with our topic, the children will be designing, making
and evaluating their very own water slides!

Using the contrasting parts of the river, the children will
learn about and sing ostinatos (a repeating musical

phrase) and learn to sing in rounds.   They will have the
opportunity to experiment with layering sounds.

PSHE

Our strengths and skills and respect

We will begin by considering rules and responsibilities in
school. The children will also elect members of the class to

represent them at the school council.

During the first half term we will consider what strengths, skills
and interests we have. After half term we will discuss how we

can treat each other with respect.

British values will underpin what we do in class not just in PSHE
and citizenship but in all aspects of school and class life. They

are: democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual
respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and

beliefs and for those without faith.

We will consider our school value of ‘compassion’ through class
discussion and collective worship.

RE

Christianity- Salvation

We will be exploring the Christian concept of Jesus
being a savior, how he gave his own life to save others
and how Christians put this into practice in their lives.

Islam- Prophets

We will be exploring what a prophet is and why
Muslims believe Muhammad was the final prophet who

deliver and the message from God and how this
changed the lives of the people who heard hsi message.
We will explore a mosque and learn how this is linked to

the prophet Muhammad.

Geography

Blue Planet

Our topic this term is water and the poles.  This geography
based topic covers global geography including the use of

globes, maps and atlases. The children will discover more about
the continents, seas and oceans. They will learn about the poles

and hemispheres and look at different climate zones. We will
look at the poles in particular and compare them to our local

area. We consider climate change and the impact on our world.

This term our thread is ‘environment and sustainability’

Art and Design

Our art work will be linked to other areas of the
curriculum including our water topic.

We will also develop the use of our sketch books to
record our work.

We will use stones and pebbles to create some
inukshuk rock structures. We will also develop our

understanding of the use of colour and create a polar
bear landscape based on the artist Ted Harrison.


